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PRrREFACE

us said: “Now | tell you before it come, that, when it
s come to pass, ye may believe that | am he.” John

3:19.

One purpose of prophecy isto build faithin God’' s Word as proph-
ecy isfulfilled. Thisdoes not negate the commands and promises con-
nected with the study of prophecies yet in the future.

“One saying of the Saviour must not be made to destroy
another. Though no man knoweth the day nor the hour of His
coming, we areinstructed and required to know wheniit isnear.
We are further taught that to disregard His warning, and refuse
or neglect to know when His advent is near, will be asfatal for
usasit wasfor thosewho lived in the days of Noah not to know
when the flood was coming.” The Great Controversy, 370. (All
emphasis supplied unless otherwise noted.)

In fact, there are some events that we are commanded to know in
advance.

“All that God has in prophetic history specified to be ful-
filled in the past hasbeen, and all that isyet to comeinits order
will be. Daniel, God' s prophet, standsin his place. John stands
in hisplace. Inthe Revelation the Lion of the tribe of Judah has
opened to the students of prophecy the book of Daniel, and
thus is Danidl standing in his place. He bears his testimony,
that which the Lord revealed to him in vision of the great and
solemn events which we must know as we stand on the very
threshold of their fulfillment.” Selected Messages, book 2, 109.

To “know” these “great and solemn events’ in advanceisthe pur-
pose of prophetic study.



“God would have us study the events that are taking place
around us, and compare them with the predictions of His Word,
in order that we may understand that we areliving in the last days. We
want our Bibles, and we want to know what is written therein. The
diligent student of prophecy will be rewarded with clear revela-
tions of truth, for Jesus said, Thy word istruth.” Signs of the Times,
October 1, 189%4.

This presentation is an attempt to follow His command to study
prophecy with a desire equal to searching for buried treasure. The
presentation isin agreement with the traditional Adventist understand-
ing of end-time events:

“We should receive great benefits from a study of the book

of Daniel in connection with the Revelation. ... We arein

equal need of divineillumination. God has called usto givethe

last message of warning to theworld. Therewill bevoicesheard

on every side to divert the attention of God' s people with new

theories. We need to give the trumpet a certain sound. We do

not half realize what isbefore us. If the books of Daniel and the

Revelation were studied with earnest prayer, we should have a

better knowledge of the perils of the last days, and would be

better prepared for the work before us—we should be prepared

to unite with Christ and towork in Hislines.” Review and Her-

ad, February 9, 1897.

The early Advent movement was founded upon an understanding
of the prophecies located within the book of Daniel. The Millerites
conviction grew as historical events confirmed their prior conclusions.

The series of events suggested in this study identify a prophecy
from the book of Daniel—which, asin the early Millerite movement,
carries serious and solemn implications. The conclusionsin this study
confirm that we presently stand on the verge of anational Sunday law
in the United States and will soon be involved in the greatest time of
trouble which has ever been.



Introduction to The Divine Catalyst

gain and again | have been shown that the

A past experiences of God's people are not to
be counted as dead facts. We are not to treat the

record of these experiences as we would treat alast year's al-
manac. The record is to be kept in mind, for history will re-

peat itself. The darkness of the mysteries of the night is to be
illuminated with the light of heaven. Publishing Ministry, 175.

A catalyst is something that when brought together with other
agents, brings about a specific effect that did not exist prior to the
introduction of the “catalyst”. At least that ishow | am defining it in
terms of this study.

Therewas acatalyst that brought about the “revival” in the Miller-
ite time period and Adventists today should be looking for a catalyst
to bring about the revivial that we point forward to called the “latter
rain”. Our “greatest need” and what should be our “first work”, is
seeking the revivia of the latter rain time period, both individually
and in God’' s church corporately.

A reviva of true godlinessamong usisthe greatest and most
urgent of all our needs. To seek this should be our first work.

Selected Messages, book 1, 121.

We should seek for this revival, but we should recognize that the
revival itself was prefigured in the Millerite time period. Several pas-
sages of inspiration confirm that what took place in the beginning of
Adventism is repeated at the end. One exampleisin the messages of
the second and fourth angels. Both are a call out of Babylon.

Secondarily, it was during the second angel’ s message “the mid-
night cry” was fulfilled and the Millerites went out in the very words
of Scripture and proclaimed, “Behold the bridegroom comethh”. This
wastherevival during the Millerite time period and it took place dur-
ing the second angel’s message. The revival we call “the latter rain”
takes place during the fourth angel’ s message.



Near the close of the second angel’ s message, | saw agreat
light from heaven shining upon the people of God. The rays of
this light seemed bright as the sun. And | heard the voices of
angels crying, “Behold, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to
meet Him!”

This was the midnight cry, which was to give power to the
second angel’s message. Angels were sent from heaven to
arouse the discouraged saints and prepare them for the great
work before them. The most talented men were not the first to
receive thismessage. Angels were sent to the humble, devoted
ones, and constrained them to raisethe cry, “ Behold, the Bride-
groom cometh; go ye out to meet Him!” Those entrusted with
the cry made haste, and in the power of the Holy Spirit sounded
the message, and aroused their discouraged brethren. Thiswork
did not stand in the wisdom and learning of men, but in the
power of God, and His saintswho heard the cry could not resist
it. Themost spiritual received thismessagefirst, and thosewho
had formerly led in the work were the last to receive and help
swell the cry, “Behold, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to
meet Him!”

In every part of the land, light was given upon the second
angel’ s message, and the cry melted the hearts of thousands. It
went from city to city, and from village to village, until the
waiting people of God were fully aroused. In many churches
the message was not permitted to be given, and a large com-
pany who had theliving testimony left thesefallen churches. A
mighty work was accomplished by the midnight cry. The mes-
sage was heart-searching, leading the believersto seek aliving
experience for themselves. They knew that they could not lean
upon one another. Early Writings 238.

The“midnight cry” of 1844, pararllels or prefiguresthe “loud cry
of the fourth angel.



The angel who unitesin the proclamation of the third mes-
sage is to lighten the whole earth with his glory. A work of
world-wide extent and unwonted power ishere brought to view.
The Advent movement of 1840-44 was a glorious manifesta-
tion of the power of God; thefirst messagewas carried to every
missionary station in the world, and in this country there was
the greatest religious interest which has been witnessed in any
land since the Reformation of the sixteenth century; but these
areto be far exceeded by the mighty movement under the loud
cry of the third message. The work will be similar to that of
the day of Pentecost. Servants of God, with their faces lighted
up and shining with holy consecration, hasten from place to
place to proclaim the warning from Heaven. By thousands of
voices, al over the earth, the message will be given. Miracles
arewrought, the sick are healed, and signs and wondersfollow
the believers. Satan also workswith lying wonders, even bring-
ing down fire from heaven in the sight of men. Thusthe inhab-
itants of the earth are brought to take their stand.

The message will be carried, as was the midnight cry of
1844, not so much by argument as by the deep conviction of
the Spirit of God. The arguments have been presented. The seed
has been sown, and now it will spring up and bear fruit. The
publications distributed by missionary workers have exerted
their influence; yet many whose minds have been impressed
have been prevented from fully comprehending thetruth or from
yielding obedience. Now theraysof light penetrate everywhere,
thetruth isseeninits clearness, and the honest children of God
sever the bands which have held them. Family connections,
church relations, are powerlessto stay them now. Truthismore
precious than al besides. Notwithstanding the agencies com-
bined against thetruth, alarge number take their stand upon the
Lord’ sside. Spirit of Prophecy, volume 4, 429-430.



A time will come in the future when the signal for the midnight
cry will again go forth.

Thereisaworldlying inwickedness, in deception and delu-
sion, in the very shadow of death,—asleep, asleep. Who are
feeling travail of soul to awaken them? What voice can reach
them? My mind was carried to the future, when the signal will
be given. “Behold, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet
him.” But some will have delayed to obtain the oil for replen-
ishing their lamps, and too late they will find that character,
which is represented by the oil, is not transferable. Review
and Herald, February 11, 1896.

Clearly inspiration is emphasizing that the time period of the Mil-
lerites prefigures the time period we are living in today. Adventism
has been illustrated in the parable of the ten virgins.

The parable of theten virgins of Matthew 25 also illustrates
the experience of the Adventist people. The Great Controversy,

393.

The parable of theten virginsillustrates the beginning and the end
of Adventism, for we are told that it has already been fulfilled, and
will be fulfilled again—to the very letter!

When the third angel’ s message is preached as it should be,
power attends its proclamation, and it becomes an abiding in-
fluence. It must be attended with divine power, or it will ac-
complish nothing. | am often referred to the parable of the ten
virgins, five of whom were wise, and five foolish. This par-
able has been and will be fulfilled to the very letter, for it
has a special application to this time, and, like the third
angel’s message, has been fulfilled and will continue to be
present truth till the close of time. Review and Herald, Au-
gust 19, 1890.



The third angel’ s message arrived in history on October 22, 1844,
when the door into the Most Holy Place was opened. Yet the third
angel’ smessageisyet future, in the sense that the mark of the beast is
not yet being enforced. It wasfulfilled in the beginning of Adventism
and will become “present truth” again when the mark of the beast is
enforced. The ten virgins were fulfilled in the Millerite experience
and it will be repeated. We have been instructed to study every aspect
of the parable, but notice which characteristic of the parable is most
emphasized?

The parable of the ten virgins was given by Christ Himself,
and every specification should be carefully studied. A time
will come when the door will be shut. We are represented
either by thewise or the foolish virgins. We cannot now distin-
guish, nor have we authority to say, who are wise and who fool-
ish. There are those who hold the truth in unrighteousness, and
these appear outwardly like the wise. Manuscript Releases, vol-
ume 16, 270.

The door was closed on October 22, 1844. The wise and foolish
virgins were separated. Thiswill happen again! This was prefigured
by in the days of Christ.

When Jesus began His public ministry, He cleansed the
temple from its sacrilegious profanation. Among the last acts

of His ministry was the second cleansing of the temple. Soin

the last work for the warning of the world, two distinct calls

are made to the churches. The second angel’s message is,

“Babylon isfallen, isfallen, that great city, because she made

al nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication”

Revelation 14:8. And in the loud cry of the third angel’s mes-

sage a voice is heard from heaven saying, “Come out of her,

my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye
receivenot of her plagues. For her sinshave reached unto heaven,

and God hath remembered her iniquities’ Revelation 18:45.

Selected Messages, book 2, 118.



God'slovefor his churchisinfinite. His care over his heri-
tage is unceasing. He suffers no affliction to come upon the
church but such asis essential for her purification, her present
and eternal good. He will purify his church even as he puri-
fied the temple at the beginning and close of his ministry on
earth. The Kress Collection, 114.

The parable of the ten virgins is repeated. The midnight cry isre-
peated in theloud cry. The second angel repeatsthe fourth angel. The
two temple cleansings prefigure this repitition. Inspiration says much
more about how the Millerite time period prefigures our day, but the
most important piece of that history is that there was a catalyst that
brought about therevival back then—and whatever the catalyst was at
that time— prefigures what we should be seeking for today. Simply
put—that catalyst was new prophectic light. That is what we should
expect to bring thefinal revival in our day, and that revival isthe most
urgent of all our needs.

We are not to drift into worldly channels. Consider the
cleansing of the temple at the beginning of Christ's minis-
try, and at the close of hislife, his personal laborsin the guise
of humanity. Whom did he find intent on gain? The Jews had
made the courts of the temple a scene of sacrilegious traffic.
They had turned the ancient and sacred institution of the Pass-
over into ameans of vile profit. They bartered deep, turning the
once sacred service instituted by Christ himself, into aworship
of mammon. But Christ came suddenly into the temple courts;
divinity flashed through humanity, and, raising awhip of small
cordsin his hands, with avoice that they will hear again in the
execution of the judgment, he said, “ Take these things hence.”
“Itiswritten, My house shall be called the house of prayer; but
ye have made it aden of thieves.” These priests and rulers saw
as it were an avenging angel with a flaming sword, such as
guarded the way to the tree of life.
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Today thissacrilegiouswork isbeing morethan repeated. There
will be messages borne; and those who have rejected the mes-
sages God has sent, will hear most startling declarations. The
Holy Spirit will invest the announcement with a sanctity and so-
lemnity which will appear terrible in the ears of those who have
heard the pleadings of infinite love, and have not responded to the
offers of pardon and forgiveness. Injured and insulted Deity will
speak, proclaiming the sins that have been hidden. As the priests
and rulers, full of indignation and terror, sought refuge in flight
at the last scene of the cleansing of the temple, so will it be in
the work for these last days. The woes that will be pronounced
upon those that have had light from heaven, and yet did not heed
it, they will feel, but will have no power to act. This is repre-
sented in the parable of the wise and foolish virgins They can-
not obtain a character from the wise virgins, and they have no ail
of graceto discern the clear light or to accept it. They cannot light
their lamps and join the procession that goes in to the marriage
supper of the Lamb.

Study the Revelation in connection with Daniel; for history
will be repeated. \We must be true and faithful amid the abound-
ing iniquity that prevails. At no period of time are we in such
danger as when prosperity seems to crown our efforts. Self must
be hidden in God. We are living amid the perils of the last days,
and many are insensible to the perils that threaten our world. We,
with all our religious advantages, ought to know far more today
than we do know. “Watch, and pray,” said Jesus, “for ye know not
when the time is” “Be ye therefore ready also: for the Son of
Man cometh a an hour when ye think not.” Repentance is not a
desirable emotion. Christ said, “ Except ye repent, ye shall al like-
wise perish.” Theright eyeisto be plucked out; the right hand is
to be cut off. There is hidden depravity that needs to be carefully
considered and uprooted. God help us individually to purify our
souls by obeying the truth. Special Testimonies Series A, 54-56.
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The Divine Catalyst

T he Millerite movement that began in the 1830’s
gained momentum as historical events confirmed
prophecies that were fulfilling at that very time period. The
“falling of the stars” in 1833, Josiah Litch’ s prediction of thefall of the
Ottoman empirein 1840, and the organized churches closing their doors
to the Millerite message were al recognized by the Millerites as ful-
filled prophecy.

This catalyst of prophetic confirmation will be repeated under the
loud cry of the fourth angel:

Heretofore those who presented the third angel’s message
have often been regarded as mere alarmists. Their predictions
that religiousintolerance would gain control in the United States,
that church and state would unite to persecute those who keep
the commandments of God, have been pronounced groundless
and absurd. . . . But as the question of enforcing Sunday ob-
servance is widely agitated, the event so long doubted and dis-
believed is seen to be approaching, and the third message will
produce an effect which it could not have had before. The
Great Controversy, 605-606.

As the pioneers came to understand the prophecies of Daniel, and
recognized their fulfillment, they proclaimed and experienced thefirst,
second, and third angels' messages.

Thebook of Daniel again confirms signswhich are happening with
ever-increasing rapidity in our world today, and thus we also are en-
couraged to go forth in vigor to “ prophesy again before many peoples,
and nations, and tongues, and kings.” Revelation 10:11.

The Final Rapid Movements

In Testimonies, volume nine, inspiration identifies Daniel eleven—
while also emphasizing that “the final movementswill be rapid ones”.
Those final movements are portrayed in Daniel 11:40-45, which por-
traysthe“final” riseand fall of the king of the north. The northern king
is the papacy and the final movements are best understood as a series
of quick events.
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Thesefinal scenes of Daniel eleven are about to be completed in a
time period of severe distress and those scenes have to do with the
Sunday law and the troubles that follows.

The whole world is going to be brought to an eternal decision as
the three angels' messages swell into a loud cry, but the prophetic
focus is on the part of the world known as Christendom. To under-
stand this prophetic sequence we should view these scenes within the
setting of the Christian world. Wewill address this point further when
we deal with Daniel 11:42.

Weareliving in thetime of the end. The fast-fulfilling signs
of the times declare that the coming of Christ is near at hand.
The daysinwhich welive are solemn and important. The Spirit
of God is gradually but surely being withdrawn from the
earth. Plagues and judgments are aready falling upon the de-
spisers of the grace of God. The calamities by land and sea, the
unsettled state of society, the alarms of war, are portentous.
They forecast approaching events of the greatest magnitude.

The agencies of evil are combining their forces and con-
solidating. They are strengthening for thelast great crisis. Great
changes are soon to take placein our world, and thefinal move-
ments will be rapid ones.

The condition of things in the world shows that troublous
times are right upon us. The daily papers are full of indica-
tions of aterrible conflict in the near future. Bold robberies are
of frequent occurrence. Strikes are common. Thefts and mur-
ders are committed on every hand. Men possessed of demons
are taking the lives of men, women, and little children. Men
have become infatuated with vice, and every species of evil
prevails.

13



The enemy has succeeded in perverting justiceand in filling
men’ s hearts with the desire for selfish gain. “Justice standeth
afar off: for truth is fallen in the street, and equity cannot en-
ter.” Isaiah 59:14. In the great cities there are multitudesliving
in poverty and wretchedness, well-nigh destitute of food, shel-
ter, and clothing; while in the same cities are those who have
more than the heart could wish, who live luxuriously, spending
their money on richly furnished houses, on personal adornment,
or worse still, upon the gratification of sensual appetites, upon
liquor, tobacco, and other things that destroy the powers of the
brain, unbalance the mind, and debase the soul. The cries of
starving humanity are coming up before God, while by every
species of oppression and extortion men are piling up colossal
fortunes. . . .

There are not many, even among educators and statesmen,
who comprehend the causes that underlie the present state of
society. Those who hold the reins of government are not able
to solve the problem of moral corruption, poverty, pauper-
ism, and increasing crime. They are struggling in vain to
place business operations on a more secure basis. If men
would give more heed to theteaching of God’ sWord, they would
find a solution of the problems that perplex them.

The Scriptures describe the condition of the world just be-
fore Christ’s second coming. Of the men who by robbery and
extortion areamassing great riches, itiswritten: Y e have heaped
treasure together for the last days. Behold, the hire of the
labourers who have reaped down your fields, which is of you
kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have
reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth. Y e have
lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton; ye have nour-
ished your hearts, asin the day of daughter. Y ehave condemned
and killed the just; and he doth not resist you.” James 5:3-6.
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But who readsthewarnings given by thefast-fulfilling signs
of the times? What impression is made upon worldlings? What
changeis seen in their attitude? No more than was seen in the
attitude of the inhabitants of the Noachian world. Absorbed in
worldly business and pleasure, the antediluvians“knew not until
the flood came, and took them all away.” Matthew 24:39. They
had heaven-sent warnings, but they refused to listen. And today
the world, utterly regardless of the warning voice of God, is
hurrying on to eternal ruin.

Theworld is stirred with the spirit of war. The prophecy of
the eleventh chapter of Daniel has nearly reached its com-
plete fulfillment. Soon the scenes of trouble spoken of in the
prophecies will take place:

“Behold, the Lord maketh the earth empty, and maketh it
waste, and turneth it upside down, and scattereth abroad the
inhabitants thereof . . . because they have transgressed the
laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting cov-
enant. Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, and they
that dwell therein are desolate. . . . The mirth of tabrets ceaseth,
the noise of them that rejoice endeth, thejoy of the harp ceaseth.”
Isaiah 24:1, 5-6, 8.

“Alasfor the day! for the day of the Lord isat hand, and as
adestruction from the Almighty shall it come. . .. Theseed is
rotten under their clods, the garners are laid desolate, the barns
are broken down; for the corn is withered. How do the beast
groan! the herds of cattle are perplexed, because they have no
pasture; yea, the flocks of sheep are made desolate.” “ Thevine
isdried up and the fig tree languisheth; the pomegranate tree,
the palm tree also, and the apple tree, even all the trees of the
field, are withered: because joy iswithered away from the sons
of men.” Jodl 1:15, 17-18, 12.
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“l am pained at my very heart; . . . | cannot hold my peace,
because thou hast heard, O my soul, the sound of the trumpet,
the alarm of war. Destruction upon destruction is cried; for the
whole land is spoiled.” Jeremiah 4:19-20.

“| beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and void;
and the heavens, and they had no light. | beheld the mountains,
and, lo, they trembled, and all the hills moved lightly. | beheld,
and, |o, therewas no man, and all the birds of the heavenswere
fled. | beheld, and, lo, the fruitful place was a wilderness, and
al the cities thereof were broken down.” Verses 23-26.

“Alas! for that day is great, so that noneislikeit: it iseven
the time of Jacob’s trouble; but he shall be saved out of it.”
Jeremiah 30:7.

Not all inthisworld have taken sideswith the enemy against
God. Not al have become didoyal. There are a faithful few
who are true to God; for John writes. “Here are they that keep
the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” Revelation
14:12. Soon the battle will be waged fiercely between those
who serve God and those who serve Him not. Soon everything
that can be shaken will be shaken, that those things that cannot
be shaken may remain.

Satan is a diligent Bible student. He knows that histimeis
short, and he seeks at every point to counterwork the work of
the Lord upon this earth. It is impossible to give any idea of
the experience of the people of God who shall be alive upon
the earth when celestial glory and a repetition of the perse-
cutions of the past are blended. They will walk in the light
proceeding from the throne of God. By means of the angels
therewill be constant communi cation between heaven and earth.
And Satan, surrounded by evil angels, and claiming to be God,
will work miracles of all kinds, to deceive, if possible, the very
elect.

16



God' s people will not find their safety in working miracles,
for Satan will counterfeit the miracles that will be wrought.
God's tried and tested people will find their power in the sign
spoken of in Exodus 31:12-18. They are to take their stand on
the Living Word: “It is written.” This is the only foundation
upon which they can stand securely. Those who have broken
their covenant with God will in that day be without God and
without hope.

The worshipers of God will be especially distinguished
by their regard for the fourth commandment, since this is
the sign of God's creative power and the witness to His claim
upon man’s reverence and homage. The wicked will be distin-
guished by their efforts to tear down the Creator's memorial
and to exalt the institution of Rome. In theissue of the conflict
al Christendom will be divided into two great classes, those
who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus,
and those who worship the beast and hisimage, and receive his
mark. Although church and state will unite their power to com-
pel al, “both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond,” to
receive the mark of the beast, yet the people of God will not
receive it. Revelation 13:16. The prophet of Patmos beholds
“them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his
image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name,
stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God,” and singing
the song of Moses and the Lamb. Revelation 15:2.

Fearful testsand trials await the people of God. The spirit of
war isstirring the nations from one end of the earth to the other.
But in the midst of the time of trouble that is coming—atime
of trouble such as has not been since there was anation—God' s
chosen people will stand unmoved. Satan and his host cannot
destroy them, for angelsthat excel in strength will protect them.
Testimonies, volume9, 11-17.
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The Modern School of the
Prophets

venth-day Adventists have been called by the Mas
er Teacher into His school of higher learning. No

oubt there are several course assignments in His school,
but without question one course we have been enrolled in is proph-
ecy:

As a people, we are called individually to be students of
prophecy. We must watch with earnestness that we may dis-
cern any ray of light which God shall present to us. We are to
catch the first gleamings of truth; and through prayerful study,
clearer light may be obtained, which can be brought before oth-
ers. Counsels to Writers and Editors, 41.

Aswith all fields of learning, it is necessary to identify and under-
stand specific rulesin order to master the course. Perhaps the first to
learn is the following:

Each of the ancient prophets spoke less for their own
time than for ours, so that their prophesying is in force for
us. “Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples:
and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends
of the world are come.” 1 Corinthians 10:11. “Not unto them-
selves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now
reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto
you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things
theangelsdesiretolook into.” 1 Peter 1:12. Selected Messages,
book 3, 338.

Our Day and Age

Prophecy was recorded with the end of the world as the focus.
Until werecognizethisruleand mix it with faith, wewill fail to rightly
apply prophetic information.

18



We must glean from past histories, information which is designed
to guide and forewarn God'’ s people of the dangers and trials of these
times—for we are those “ upon whom the ends of theworld are come.”

Prophecy hasbeenfulfilling, lineupon line. Themorefirmly
we stand under the banner of the third angel’s message, the
more clearly shall we understand the prophecy of Daniel; for
the Revelation is the supplement of Daniel. The more fully we
accept thelight presented by the Holy Spirit through the conse-
crated servants of God, the deeper and surer, even asthe eternal
throne, will appear the truths of ancient prophecy; we shall

be assured that men of God spake as they were moved upon by

the Holy Ghost. Men must themselves be under the influence

of the Holy Spirit in order to understand the Spirit’ s utterances

through the prophets. These messageswere given, not for those

that uttered the prophecies, but for us who are living amid

the scenes of their fulfillment. 1bid., book 2, 114.

A Prophetic People

Seventh-day Adventists are a people of prophecy in many ways.
We were raised up in fulfillment of prophecy (1844); we have possi-
bilities of fulfilling holy prophecies (144,000); or wicked prophecies
(spewed out of His mouth); and our church began as the early pio-
neers studied prophecy. We are clearly told to study prophecy, for not
only will we catch the “steady tread of events’ but also the correct
understanding of prophecy will be acatalyst for the revival and refor-
mation which we so desperately need:

God's Spirit has illuminated every page of Holy Writ, but
there are those upon whom it makes little impression, because

it isimperfectly understood. When the shaking comes, by the

introduction of false theories, these surface readers, anchored

nowhere, are like shifting sand. They slide into any position to

suit the tenor of their feelings of bitterness. . . .
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Daniel and Revelation must be studied, aswell asthe other
prophecies of the Old and New Testaments. L et there be light,
yes, light, inyour dwellings. For thisweneed to pray. The Holy
Spirit, shining upon the sacred page, will open our understand-
ing, that we may know what istruth. . . .

There is need of a much closer study of the Word of God;
especially should Daniel and Revelation have attention as
never before in the history of our work. \WWe may have less to
say in some lines, in regard to the Roman power and the Pa-
pacy; but we should call attention to what the prophets and
apostles have written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit of
God. The Holy Spirit has so shaped matters, both in the giving
of the prophecy and in the events portrayed, as to teach that
the human agent is to be kept out of sight, hid in Christ, and
that the Lord God of heaven and His law are to be exalted.
Read the book of Daniel. Call up, point by point, the history of
the kingdoms there represented. . . .

The light that Daniel received from God was given espe-
cially for these last days. The visions he saw by the banks of
the Ulai and Hiddekel, the great rivers of Shinar, are now in
process of fulfillment, and all the events foretold will soon
come to pass.

Consider the circumstances of the Jewish nation when the
prophecies of Daniel were given.

Let us give more time to the study of the Bible. We do not
understand the Word aswe should. Thebook of Revelation opens
with an injunction to us to understand the instruction that it
contains. “Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the
words of this prophecy,” God declares, “and keep those things
which are written therein: for the timeis at hand.” Revelation
1:3. When we as a people understand what this book means
to us, there will be seen among us a great reviva. \We do not
understand fully thelessonsthat it teaches, notwithstanding the
injunction given usto search and study it. Testimoniesto Min-
isters, 112-113.
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Prophecy is best understood after it comes to pass, but that fact
should never stop us from aprayerful search to understand that which
can be comprehended in advance of its fulfillment. William Miller
did not confine his studies to prophecies that had already come to
pass.

The purpose of this book is to draw together, through passages
from the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy, an understanding of Daniel
11:40-45. Let us now take a brief overview of these six verses before
studying them in greater detail in the following chapters.

A Simple Overview

In Daniel 11:40 the atheistic power of France (symbolized as the
king of the south) begins a war (push) against Roman Catholicism
(symbolized as the king of the north), by taking the pope captive in
1798. French atheism continuesto grow as a philosophy, and eventu-
ally maturesinto theideology of Communism. Theideology of Com-
munism becomes a viable force in our world when its supporters ig-
nite the Bolshevik Revolution in 1917. At this point Russia beginsits
reign as the king of the south. From the birth Russia and into the
history of the Soviet Union, the warfare of atheism against Catholi-
cism was maintained until the collapse of the USSR in 1989.

At that time, Catholicism came against the former Soviet Union
“like a whirlwind.” True to its character, the Catholic power alied
with amilitary power in this struggle. In agreement with Revelation
thirteen, this power is the United States. It used the economic and
military power of the USA asameansto accomplish thisfinal attack,
and ultimately, aswe have seen, “ entered into the countries and passed
over.” Thisverse has aready been fulfilled. At this point, we are liv-
ing between verses forty and forty-one.

21



On the Horizon

InDaniel 11:41 Rome, the “king of the north,” will enter the United
States (the glorious land) through the passage of a national Sunday
law. Many people at this point will begin to receive the mark of the
beast, but there will be a group who will respond to the beginning of
the loud cry of thethree angels' messages. These people are symboli-
caly caled Edom, Moab, and Ammon. Remember, the fina move-
ments will be rapid ones, and these events are unexpected:

Transgression has almost reached its limit. Confusion fills
the world, and a great terror is soon to come upon human be-
ings. The end is very near. We who know the truth should be
preparing for what is soon to break upon the world as an over-

whelming surprise. Testimonies, volume 8, 28.

In Daniel 11:42-43, the pope extends hisinfluence over the entire
world (Egypt), as the deadly wound is healed. The papacy has then
returned to its former position as the ruling geopolitical power of the
world. Thisis symbolically identified by its assuming control of the
finances of the world (Egypt). This domination will be complete, in-
cluding both the affluent Western World (Ethiopia) and the destitute
Third World countries (Lybia).

In Daniel 11:44 the effects of the loud cry, or latter rain, are per-
ceived by the pope and his alies, and, being angry with the results,
they intensify the persecution—which has already begun at the na-
tional Sunday law in verse forty-one. This attempt by the Papacy to
prevent the message of theloud cry, dividestheworld into two classes
in preparation for the battle of Armageddon.

In verse forty-five we see the the pope as he attempts to stand
between the message being given by God' sfaithful onesand the people
to whom they are giving the message. God's people are represented
by the “glorious holy mountain,” and the rest of the people of the
world are identified asthe “seas.” The stage isthus set for Armaged-
don, and it is then that the Papacy comesto its end.
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Introduction to History Repeated

udy Revelation in connection with Daniel, for
istory will be repeated. Testimonies to Min
sters, 116-117.

The Bible has accumulated and bound up together its trea-
sures for this last generation. All the great events and solemn
transactions of Old Testament history have been, and are, re-
peating themselves in the church in these last days. . . . There
the whole accumulated truths are presented in force to us that
we may profit by their teachings. Selected Messages, book 3,
339.

All that God has in prophetic history specified to be ful-
filled in the past has been, and all that is yet to come in its
order will be. Daniel, God' s prophet, stands in his place. John
stands in his place. In the Revelation the Lion of the tribe of
Judah has opened to the students of prophecy the book of
Daniel, and thus is Daniel standing in his place. He bears his
testimony, that which the Lord revealed to him in vision of the
great and solemn events which we must know as we stand on
the very threshold of their fulfillment.

In history and prophecy the Word of God portrays the long
continued conflict between truth and error. That conflict is yet
in progress. Those things which have been, will be repeated.
Selected Messages, book 2, 109.

Not only isthe history of ancient Israel subject to prophetic repition,
but also the history of spiritual Isragl:

The dealings of God with His people should be often re-
peated. How frequently were the waymarks set up by the
Lord in His dealings with ancient Isragl! . . . We are exhorted
to ‘call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye
were illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions.” He-
brews 10:32.
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For His people in this generation the Lord has wrought
as a wonder-working God. The past history of the cause of
God needs to be often brought before the people, young and
old. We need often to recount God’'s goodness and to praise
Him for Hiswonderful works. Testimonies, volume 6, 364—365.

“There is a work of sacred importance for ministers and
people to do. They are to study the history of the cause and
people of God. They are not to forget the past dealing of God
with His people. They are to revive and recount the truths that
have come to seem of little value to those who do not know
by personal experience of the power and brightness that
accompanied them when they were first seen and under-
stood. In all their original freshness and power these truths are
to be given to theworld.” Selected Messages, book 1, 157.

“We have nothing to fear for the future except as we shall
forget the way the Lord hasled us.” Testimonies to Ministers,
31
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History Repeated

ister White says that the history described in Daniel
1:30-36 will be repeated in the final movements of

ortrayed in Daniel eleven:

Wehavenotimetolose. Troubloustimesarebeforeus. The
worldisstirred with the spirit of war. Soon the scenes of trouble
spoken of in the prophecies will take place. The prophecy of
the eleventh chapter of Daniel has nearly reached its com-
plete fulfillment. Much of the history that has taken place in
fulfillment of this prophecy will be repeated. In the thirtieth
verse a power is spoken of that “shall be grieved, and return,
and have indignation against the holy covenant: so shall he do;
he shall even return, and have intelligence with them that for-
sake the holy covenant. And arms shall stand on his part, and
they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall take away
the daily sacrifice, and they shall place the abomination that
maketh desolate. And such asdo wickedly against the covenant
shall he corrupt by flatteries: but the people that do know their
God shall be strong, and do exploits.

“And they that understand among the people shall instruct
many: yet they shall fall by the sword, and by flame, by captiv-
ity, and by spoil, many days. Now when they shall fall, they
shall be holpen with alittle help: but many shall cleaveto them
with flatteries. And some of them of understanding shall fall, to
try them, and to purge, and to make them white, even to the
time of the end: because it is yet for atime appointed.

“And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall
exalt himself, and magnify himself above every god, and shall
speak marvellousthings against the God of gods, and shall pros-
per till the indignation be accomplished: for that that is deter-
mined shall be done.” Daniel 11:30-36.
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Scenes similar to those described in these words will take
place. We see evidence that Satan is fast obtaining the control
of human mindswho have not the fear of God before them. Let
al read and understand the prophecies of this book, for we
are now entering upon the time of trouble spoken of: [Daniel
12:1-4, quoted.] Manuscript Releases, volume 13, 394.

If we understand the historical fulfillment of Daniel eleven verses
thirty through thirty-six, wewill havethe historical “pattern” for iden-
tifying the sequence of eventsin last six verses of Daniel eleven.

The Man of Sin

Versethirty-six isthe verse which Paul paraphrasesto describethe
characteristics of popery:

And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall
exalt himself, and magnify himself aboveevery god, and shall
speak marvellousthingsagainst the God of gods, and shall pros-
per till the indignation be accomplished: for that that is deter-
mined shall be done. Daniel 11:30-36.

L et no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not
come, except there come afalling away first, and that man of
sin be revealed, the son of perdition; who opposeth and
exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is wor-
shipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing
himself that he is God. 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4.

Daniel 11:30-36 identifies the rise of the Papacy at the beginning
of the 1260 years. Sister White, while describing the transition of pa-
gan Romeinto papal Rome, tiesboth Daniel 11:36, and 2 Thessalonians
2:3-4 together—confirming that the subject of both is “the man of
sin.”
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This compromise between paganism and Christianity re-
sulted in the devel opment of “the man of sin” foretold in proph-
ecy as opposing and exalting himself above God. That gigantic
system of false religion is a masterpiece of Satan’s power—a
monument of his effortsto seat himself upon the throneto rule
the earth according to hiswill. The Great Controversy, 50.

The “man of sin” of Thessalonians is “the king [which] shall do
according to hiswill; and . . . shall exalt himself” in Daniel 11:36.

Sister White says much of the history of verses thirty through
thirty-six will be repeated, and scenes similar to these will be take
place. Let us ook one more time at the scenes of this history.

North or South?

In Daniel eleven we see the history of the world from Persiato the
fall of modern Babylon. This history is prophetically traced by fol-
lowing an ongoing interplay between the king of the north and the
king of the south. The first four verses take us to the dividing of
Alexander the Great’ skingdom to hisfour generals. Only two of those
generalscontinue on past versefour. One genera controls Egypt, which
isidentified as the south; the other controls Babylon, which is called
the north.

Thesetwo generalswere Ptolemy and Sel eucus. Ptolemy controlled
Egypt, and was, therefore, the king of the south. Seleucus controlled
AsiaMinor and the Near East including Babylon, and was, therefore,
the king of the north. The history which unfolds from this point onis
well documented by historians, as well as Adventist pioneers. The
rule of thumb in identifying who is the king of the south or the north,
iswho controls Egypt or Babylon.

Pagan Rome Arrives on the Scene

The descendants of Ptolemy and Seleucus have an ongoing inter-
change until verse sixteen, when we see one which comes against the
king of the north, “and none shall stand before him: and he shall stand
in the glorious land, which by his hand shall be consumed.”

27



This newcomer on the scene not only stands in the glorious land,
which is Judea, but in the previous verse he took control of ancient
Syria[Babylon], thus prophetically assuming the title of king of the
north. This new king of the north was pagan Rome.

From verse sixteen onward we see Rome as the king of the north
traced through the history of Daniel eleven. By verse twenty-two we
see“the prince of the covenant,” “broken.” The Prince of the covenant
was Christ; and He was “broken at the cross’—by the authority of
pagan Rome.

After verse twenty-two the prophecy drops back into history to
trace the methodology Rome used in conquering the king of the south.
Rome took control of countries many times through treaties or pacts.
Verse twenty-three is speaking of the treaty which Rome made with
the Jews. At that time Rome was a*“small people.”

Verse twenty-four tells us that Rome would continue to take con-
trol of countriesthrough warfare, treaties and pacts, while consuming
the “fattest places of the province.” None before had taken the world
captivethrough devel oping alliances, and therefore he did, “that which
hisfathers have not done, nor hisfathers fathers.”

Pagan Rome's Time Prophecy

Verse twenty-four sets forth a time prophecy identifying Rome’s
allotted time to rule the world. It states that he shall “forecast his
devices against the strong holds, even for atime.”

From the city of Rome, pagan Rome ruled supreme for a“time,”
or 360 prophetic days, or 360 literal years. Augustus Caesar’s deci-
sivevictory of the battle of Actium in 31 B.C. marks the beginning of
pagan Rome's control of the world, and 360 years later, in A.D. 330,
when the capital of the Roman Empire was transferred from the city
of Rometo the city of Constantinople—it’srulership cameto an end.
Historians point to this removal of the imperial capital from Rometo
Constantinople as the end for pagan Rome, which, as we have seen,
was marked out in prophetic—just as papal Rome's time to rule the
world was marked out in prophecy.
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After the delineation of the history of pagan Rome, verse twenty-
nine describes the closing scenes of pagan Rome's authority. After
Constantine issues his Sunday laws (beginning in 321 A.D.) the Ro-
man Empire begins to crumble. (National apostacy is followed by
national ruin.) Next we see Constantine moving the capital of the em-
pire from Rome to Constantinople at the “time appointed.” In former
years when Rome warred against their enemiesit found victory—but
no longer. Verse twenty-nine states that he will, “come toward the
south; but it shall not be as the former, or asthe latter.”

From this point we will examine the verses which Sister White
specifically identifies as scenes and histories which will be repeated.

Scenes and Histories Which Will Be Repeated

The “ships of Chittim” of verse thirty are the Vandals. Their con-
tinued military success was weakening Rome, which at this point had
divided into east and west. Asthe emperor of Eastern Rome went out
to do battle against them, he was defeated, or “grieved.” In an attempt
to win support of western Rome, thendominated by the Roman church,
Justinian publically opposed the Arian beliefs of the three horns—the
Heruli, Goths, and VVandals. In connection with this public opposition
Justinian appointed the bishop of Rome as the head of the Christian
church and the corrector of heretics. By doing so he had “intelligence
with them that forsake the holy covenant.” Thus was the transition of
Roman “authority” from pagan to papal underway.

Sister White points out that much of the history in Daniel eleven
will be repeated as Daniel eleven reaches its complete fulfillment.
She specifically pointsto Daniel 11:30-36, which isthe very passage
which describes the transition of pagan Rome to papal Rome. Asthe
modern day “man of sin” returnsto power, the history which describes
the “man of sin’s’ first rise to power, is highlighted by the Spirit of
Prophecy as a history in which we should expect to see similarities
and repetitions.
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Seven Pagan Horns

Thetransition from pagan to papal Romeidentifiedin Daniel 11:30—
36 is aso addressed in Daniel seven, which teaches that three horns
would be plucked up from the ten horns, in order for one stout horn to
fill their places. One of these three horns are the “ ships of Chittim” of
Daniel 11:30, which were coming against pagan Rome. As the three
horns of Daniel seven continueto grieve pagan Rome' sability to con-
trol theworld, aswell as preventing papal Rome from rising to power,
we see adeliverer arise out of the other seven horns of Daniel seven.

Up until thistime, the seven other nations of Europe were pagans
which had not been sympathetic to Roman Catholicism—but proph-
ecy states that “arms shall stand on his part.” In fulfillment of this
Clovis, king of France, came to the military aid of the Papacy and
France became the first Catholic nation. Clovis dedicated his sword
and his throne to the Papacy in A.D. 496 and then began a work of
bringing the other six pagan nations under the control of Catholicism.
By A.D. 508 the historical preparation that was necessary to begin the
war against the three horns—the Goths, Vandals, and Heruli— was
accomplished and the removal began in earnest.

Paganism Removed

When Clovisdedicated hiscrown to the Papacy the remaining pow-
ers of Europe were brought into agreement. Those pagan forces that
had formerly been resisting Catholicism joined with the Roman church.
The pagan aspect of these seven nations is symbolized in the word
“daily” in verse thirty-one.

The “daily” symbolizes paganism. When the religion of pagan-
ism was “taken away” —(replaced by the religion of Catholicism), it
(the “daily”—paganism) then supplied its armies to the bishop of
Rome. Asthe formerly pagan armies of Europe went to battle for the
papacy, they were setting up “the abomination that maketh desolate”
which is the Papacy. This was accomplished in A.D. 538, when the
last of the three horns of Daniel seven was removed, and the Papacy
took the throne of the world.
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The*“daily”—paganism was“taken away” intwo ways. The seven
horns took away their profession of paganism and replaced it with a
profession of Catholicism; and they used their armies to take away
the remianing three pagan horns.

The next verse begins the narrative of the history of God’s people
in relation to the Papacy; it also notes a technique used by the Papacy
to secure support. When Clovis dedicated himself to the Papacy he
wasgiventitlessuch as, “Most Christian Mgjesty,” and “ Eldest Son of
the Church,” for the Vatican used “flatteries’ to win supporters.

The Time of the End

Versesthirty-two through thirty-five describe the ordeal of thefaith-
ful, and identifies the time of the end as “ atime appointed.” Thetime
prophecy identifying pagan Rome' stimeto rule theworld isfound in
verse twenty-four. In verse twenty-nine, we see the end of pagan
Rome's allotted time period identified as “the time appointed.” The
phrase “time appointed” in Daniel eleven isidentifying the end of the
prophetic time period which pagan and then papal Rome were to
rule the world.

“Thetimeof theend,” in versethirty-five, ishistorically located as
occurring at the “time appointed.” Other prophecies in Daniel and
Revelation identify the 1260 time period which papal Rome would
rule the world. These prophecies establish the starting point for this
ruleasA.D. 538 and the termination point as 1798. Through the phrase
“the time appointed” we see Daniel identifying when “the time of the
end” would occur in history. 1798 is the time of the end, and 1798 is
where Daniel 11:40 and our study begins.

We have previously identified verse thirty-six as describing the
“man of sin,” and the versesthat follow continueto list other relevant
characteristics of the Papacy.
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Territories, Horns, and Walls

s Sister White counsels us to look for a repetition
A of “much of the history” of “the eleventh chapter
of Daniel,” we find another parallel which adds insight

into the final six verses.

The Territories—and Pagan Rome

In describing the conquest of the world by pagan Rome, Daniel
identified three territories which were to be subdued by pagan Rome
asit brought the world under its dominion:

And out of one of them cameforth alittle horn, which waxed
exceeding great, toward the south, toward the east, and toward

the pleasant land. Daniel 8:9.

The Horns—and Papal Rome

In Daniel 7:8, 20, Daniel identifies three horns which were to be
removed before papal Rome brought the world under its dominion:

| considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among
them another little horn, before whom there were three of the
first horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn
were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking great
things. . . . And of theten hornsthat were in his head, and of the
other which came up, and beforewhom threefell; even of that
horn that had eyes, and a mouth that spake very great things,
whose look was more stout than his fellows.

The Walls—and Modern Babylon

As we proceed to address Daniel 11:40-45, we will find three
areas of conquest which are subdued as the king of the north takes
control of the world.
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These three areas are the former Soviet Union, the United States,
and finaly the entire world. These three areas have symbolic walls
associated with themselves, which are removed as the Papacy risesto
its final position as the head of the world.

The first symbolic wall was the former ‘iron curtain,” and its re-
moval wasrepresented by the destruction of the Berlin Wall,—amile-
stone in the rapid disintegration of the USSR.

When the Papacy entersthe United States through the passage of a
national Sunday law, the symbolic ‘wall of separation of church and
state’ will have to be removed. It will be accomplished by the politi-
ciansand justices of thisland, asaresult of the pressure brought upon
them by the Protestant and Catholic voters of this country. The pres-
sure is already mounting and can easily be verified through the testi-
mony given within the secular presses. This second wall of attack for
the Papacy is already being threatened.

The third wall which the Papacy will bring down in order to take
control of the entire world is the symbolic ‘wall of national sover-
eignty.” The structure which will be used to control the world is the
United Nations. Already within the laws which have been devel oped
by the United Nations, we find the legal principles designed to re-
move national sovereignty. This organization has already written and
passed laws which supersede the national laws of individual coun-
tries. In fact, many of these countries—including the United States—
have aready signed these agreements, placing the laws of the indi-
vidual nations in subjection to the laws of the world government. In
order for the papacy to command the entire world, national sover-
eignty must be removed.

Similar Scenes

The three territories which pagan Rome conquered as it rose to
power were brought into subjection by the military conquests of the
Roman armies. The three horns which were removed to place the Pa-
pacy on thethrone of theworld were al so conquered by military forces.
These military forces, although not papal Rome's own armies, had
dedicated themselves to fight for the Papacy.
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Intheriseto power of modern Babylon, we seethree wallsbrought
down to prepare the way for the pope to rule again. Thistime, a spiri-
tual conquering is descibed. However, as is aways the case, when
Rome finally has secured her seat of authority—persecution will be-
gin:

God' sWord has given warning of theimpending danger; let
this be unheeded, and the Protestant world will learn what
the purposes of Rome really are, only when it is too late to
escape the snare. Sheis silently growing into power. Her doc-
trines are exerting their influence in legislative hals, in the
churches, and in the hearts of men. She is piling up her lofty
and massive structures in the secret recesses of which her
former persecutions will be repeated. Stealthily and
unsuspectedly sheisstrengthening her forcesto further her own
ends when the time shall come for her to strike All that she
desires is vantage ground, and thisis already being given her.
We shall soon see and shall feel what the purpose of the Roman
element is. Whoever shall believe and obey the Word of God
will thereby incur reproach and persecution. The Great Contro-
versy, 581.

The Impregnable Wall

Thefirst of the three walls has already fallen, and the two remain-
ing wallsare now being removed. Prophecy pointsout that all of these
wallswill comedowninthefinal, rapid movementsof earth’ shistory.
These walls symbolize the obstacles which the Papacy must over-
come to completely heal its deadly wound. There is, though, another
wall of separation which will come under attack during this march of
the king of the north. Thiswall is the identifying issue of the attack
upon all three of the symbolic walls. This wall will stand firm, even
though the entire world will unite to tear it down:
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| saw that if God had changed the Sabbath from the seventh
to thefirst day, He would have changed the writing of the Sab-
bath commandment, written on the tables of stone, which are
now in the ark inthe Most Holy Place of the templein heaven;
and it would read thus: Thefirst day isthe Sabbath of the Lord
thy God. But | saw that it read the same as when written on the
tables of stone by the finger of God, and delivered to Moses on
Sinai. “But the seventh day isthe sabbath of the Lord thy God.”
Exodus 20:10. | saw that the holy Sabbath is, and will be,
the separating wall between the true Israel of God and un-
believers; and that the Sabbath isthe great question to unite the
hearts of God' s dear, waiting saints. Early Writings, 33.

35



Concluding Comments on Territories, Horns and Walls

n the resistance that has been manifested to this pre

I sentation of prophecy, perhaps the largest opposition

is found with identifying who or what the “glorious land” of

verse forty-one is symbolizing. The opponents teach that the “glori-
ous land” is the Seventh-day Adventist church—while inspiration
indentifiesthe “gloriousland” asthe United States. “ Egypt” of verses
forty-two and forty-threeis symbolizing all the countries of theworld.
The “king of the south” in verse forty was the former Soviet Union.
All three of these symbolize geographical areas of conquest—the
Soviet Union, the United States and then all the countries of theworld.

All three of the territories which pagan Rome overcame as it took
control of the world were geographical areas of conquest. The three
horns of Daniel seven were geographical areas of conquest. In fact,
there are several struggles and conquests described in the history
represented in Daniel eleven—and every one of those struggles and
conquests are describing a battle for geography! Daniel eleven is a
description of history portrayed within the struggle for geography.
Let me repeat—Daniel eleven is a description of history portrayed
within the struggle for geography.

To suggest the the glorious land of verse forty-one is not a geo-
graphical area, but a spiritual entity—is out of context with the chap-
ter itself. It is out of context with the histories of pagan and papal
Rome identified by inspiration as typifying the steps taken as modern
Rome returns to control the world.

In aseriesthat ran in the Review and Herald, by Hiram Edson, the
pioneer James and Ellen White named one of their son after, elder
Edsonidentifiesthe“gloriousland” of verseforty-one of Daniel eleven
asthe United States.
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The Times of the Gentiles

It isin this American land that the great body of the Church has
chiefly shared her glorious triumph and prosperity since 1798. It is
here that the wilderness and the solitary place have been made glad
for them, and the desert has rejoiced and blossomed as the rose.

It is here that the loud voice of preparation,

“Prepare ye the way of the Lord,” &c., has been chiefly given.
From this American land the Advent message has sounded forth to
every nation, kindred, tongue, and people. Thisland, and people are
recognized by the name of Zion, and Jerusalem, [Isaiah 2:1-3; 41.9;
Micah 4:1-2] of whom it is written, [Micah 4:2] “The law shall go
forth of Zion and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” Thisis now
being literally fulfilled in the proclamation of the Third Angel’sMes-
sage, [Revelation 14:9-12] advocating the perpetuity and obligation
of God's ten moral precepts, the constitution and foundation of his
mora government.

By consulting Ezekiel 38:8-12, welearn thefact that God’ s people
in the closing scenes of the present dispensation are found dwelling in
aland of unwalled villages, having neither bars nor gates, dwelling
safely or confidently, (margin,) and that they are a people gathered
out of the nations, and out of many peopleinto aland that has aways
been desolate and waste, that is, an uncultivated, waste, howling wil-
derness, but is now inhabited by a people gathered out of the nations,
and have gotten them goods, and cattle, and gold, and silver, & c. Please
read Ezekiel 38:8-12.

We have reached the appointed time when the great body of God' s
living, professed people are to be found in such aland as above de-
scribed; and there is no people or country on the habitable globe at
this time that will answer the above description, but the people and
country of this American land.
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This American land so far as the ancient history of the world is
concerned, has been alwayswaste and desol ate; an uncultivated, deso-
late, waste, howling WILDERNESS, unknown to the civilized world
until thetime of the promise drew nigh, when God was about to fulfill
his word, and set his hand again the second time to recover the rem-
nant of his people from theland of their captivity, and bring them into
the wilderness of preparation, &c. It was just in due time that God
permitted this American continent to be discovered, and without doubt
the Lord sent his angel to stir up the spirit of Columbus to engage in
the enterprise, and guided his bark across the trackless deep to the
discovery of this new world.

The dreadful and terrible beast, [Daniel 7:7, 19] which devoured,
brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with hisfeet, thought also to
cause this American land to feel hisiron stamp; but in due time God
removed his brazen hoof by bringing back these United States from
the sword in the American revolution as predicted Ezekiel 38:8, and
thus opened here just in due time an asylum of civil and religious
liberty for the remnant of his people to be gathered into.

From the foregoing considerations we learn the important truth
that God does literally gather the remnant of his people out of the
countries wherein they have been scattered, and does literally bring
them from theland of their captivity into aliteral wilderness of woods,
a place of preparation prior to their entering the land of Israel, the
promised eternal inheritance of the earth made new.

It is after Jerusalem’ s appointed time which was accomplished A.
D. 1798, that in the wildernessthe voice of preparation isheard sound-
ing. Read Isaiah 40:1-10.

It is also since 1798 that steam engine power has been brought
into use and applied in propelling rail-road cars. The prophet Nahum
has foretold as recorded in chapter 2:3-4, that “the chariots shall be
with flaming torches In the day of his PREPARATION. The chariots
shall rage in the streets, they shall justle one against another in the
broad ways: they shall seem like torches, they shall run like the light-
nings.”
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We now behold these chariots streaming through the land in all
directions; we hear their loud and shrill whistle, and their loud rolling
thunder in the distance, and are thus admoni shed in thunder tones that
the day of GOD’S PREPARATION has arrived, and we are in the
wilderness where the loud voice of his preparation is sounding, “Pre-
pareyetheway of the Lord, make straight in the desert ahigh-way for
our God—and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh
shall seeit together. Behold the Lord God will come with strong hand,
and his arm shall rule for him: behold his reward iswith him, and his
work before him.” Read Isaiah 40:1-11.

Inasmuch as the remnant were to be gathered out of al places and
countries wherein they were scattered, and were to be brought from
the land of their captivity into the wilderness of preparation, the ques-
tion arises, How much territory does the land of their captivity em-
brace? Answer: It embraces the ancient Assyrian or Babylonian, the
Medo-Persian, the Grecian, and Roman empires: it embracesall terri-
tory over which the seven heads of Gentile rule have exercised their
supremacy, the land of Canaan not excepted; hence we are driven en-
tirely from the eastern continent to find the wilderness of preparation
into which the remnant are gathered to prepare the way of the Lord,
and make strait in the desert ahighway for our God; and hencewe are
unavoidably confined to this American continent. . . .

It is written [Daniel 8:9] of the little horn (Rome) that “it waxed
exceeding great toward the South, (Egypt,) and toward the East, (Pal-
estineisin the East from Rome,) and toward the pleasant land.”

From the reading of this text, the pleasant land liesin a different
point of compass from those named, and is necessarily located in the
West, and must refer to the wilderness of preparation.

From the aboveit is clear that thiswilderness of preparation isthe
pleasant land brought to view Daniel 8:9. It is called in chapters
11:41, 45, thegloriousland, and the glorious holy mountain, or goodly
land, land of delight or ornament, &c. See margin.
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In Isaiah 11:11-16, we have the prophetic account of the Lord's
setting his hand again the second time to recover the remnant of his
people from the countries of their dispersion, and to gather and as-
semble them from the four corners of the earth, and the point of com-
pass toward which they journey, in leaving the land of their captivity
isexpressly stated in verse 14 to be TOWARD THE WEST. Itisalso
written [chapter 59:19] “So shall they fear the name of the Lord from
the West, and his glory from the rising of the sun.” The glory of the
coming of the Son of man will be as the lightning shining out of the
East even unto the West. Matthew 24:27. When the Lord shall roar
like alion, then the children shall tremble from the West. They shall
trembleasabird out of Egypt, and asadove out of theland of Assyria.
Hosea 11:10-11.

In the Roman empire the last end of Israel’ s captivity was accom-
plished; for the remnant to leave that land of their captivity and jour-
ney toward the West, their is no other alternative but for them to cross
the broad Atlantic.

Zecheriah 10, predictsthe departure of the scepter of spiritual Egypt,
&c., in other words the taking away the dominion of the pope 1798,
and also the gathering of the remnant from the land of their captivity
into Gilead and L ebanon; i.e., the wilderness of preparation to which
the glory of Lebanon, &c., was given. He aso testifiesthat they pass
through the sea with affliction, and shall smite the waves of the seg;
and Isaiah 40, verse 9, reads, “ Surely the isles shall wait for me, and
the ships of Tarshish first to bring thy sons from far, their silver and
their gold with them, unto the name of the Lord thy God, &c.

For the remnant to leave the Roman empire and journey toward
the West, and pass through or across the sea, would bring them to this
American continent. This very plain truth must be visible to all.

This gathering of the remnant from the land of their captivity is
accomplished by lifting up an ensign for the nations, and by blowing
atrumpet for the assembling of the outcasts of Israel. Compare Isaiah
11:11-12; 18:3, 7. (To be Continued.) Review and Herald, January 3,
1856.
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Those who | am aware of in Adventsim who seek to identify the
gloriousland asthe Seventh-day Adventist church are those who pro-
fessedly uphold and promote arespect for the reasoning powers of the
pioneers of Adventism. Sincethediscovery of Hirem Edson’ sconclu-
sion that the “glorious land” of verse forty-one is the United States,
these brethren are now very quick to point out that, “ Edson was not a
prophet and that he made some mistakes’.

| agree with both points. But in spite of Edson not being a prophet,
and in spite of some minor errors in his reasonings, in spite of al
that—it isstill factually correct to identify that the pioneersidentified
the “glorious land” of verse forty-one of Daniel eleven as the United
States of America, and never as the Seventh-day Adventist church!

God has given me light regarding our periodicals. What is
it?—He